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"(2) For purposes of identifying appropriate research into promis-
ing new methods of locating and catching yellowfin tuna without
the incidental taking of marine mammals, the Secretary shall con-
tract for an independent review of information pertaining to such
potential alternative methods to be conducted by the National
Academy of Sciences with individuals having scientific, technical, or
other expertise that may be relevant to the identification of promis-
ing alternative fishing techniques. The Secretary shall request that
the independent review be submitted to the Secretary on or before
September 8, 1989, and the Secretary shall submit the report of the
independent review, together with a proposed plan for research,
development, and implementation of alternative fishing techniques,
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries of the
House of Representatives on or before December 5,1989.".
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND PUBLIC DISPLAY PERMITS
sec. 5. (a) Section 109(h) of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of
1972 (16 U.S.C. 1379(h)) is amended to read as follows:
"(h)(l) Nothing in this title shall prevent a Federal, State, or local
government official or employee or a person designated under sec-
tion 112(c) from taking, in the course of his or her duties as an
official, employee, or designee, a marine mammal in a humane
manner (including euthanasia) if such taking is for—
"(A) the protection or welfare of the mammal,
"(B) the protection of the public health and welfare, or
"(C) the nonlethal removal of nuisance animals.
"(2) Nothing in this title shall prevent the Secretary or a person
designated under section 112(c) from importing a marine mammal
into the United States if such importation is necessary to render
medical treatment that is not otherwise available.
"(3) In any case in which it is feasible to return to its natural
habitat a marine mammal taken or imported under circumstances
described in this subsection, steps to achieve that result shall be
taken/'.
(b)	Section 102(b) of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972
(16 U.S.C. 1372(b)) is amended by adding at the end the following
new sentence, flush with the margin:
"Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2), the Sec-
retary may issue a permit for the importation of a marine mammal,
if the Secretary determines that such importation is necessary for
the protection or welfare of the animal/'.
(c)	Paragraph (1) of section 101(a) of the Marine Mammal Protec-
tion Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1371(a)) is amended to read as follows:
"(1) Consistent with the provisions of section 104, permits may
be issued by the Secretary for taking and importation for
purposes of scientific research, public display, or enhancing the
survival or recovery of a species or stock if— .
(d)	Section 104(c) of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972
(16 U.S.C. 1374(c)) is amended—
 (1)	by striking "display or scientific research" each place it
appears and inserting in lieu thereof the following: "scientific
research, public display, or enhancing the survival or recovery
of a species or stock ;
 (2)	by inserting "(1)" immediately after "(c)"; and
 (3)	by adding at the end the following new paragraphs:
 Research and
development.
Contracts.
Reports.
Safety.
Imports.
Imports.
Imports.

